
64-Governance 
 
[T]his Administrative Order is fundamentally different from anything that any 
Prophet has previously established, inasmuch as Bahá’u’lláh has Himself 
revealed its principles, established its institutions, appointed the person to 
interpret His Word and conferred the necessary authority on the body 
designed to supplement and apply His legislative ordinances. Therein lies 
the secret of its strength, its fundamental distinction, and the guarantee 
against disintegration and schism. 

Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, 6.96 
 
The bedrock on which this Administrative Order is founded is God’s 
immutable Purpose for mankind in this day. The Source from which it 
derives its inspiration is no one less than Bahá’u’lláh Himself. Its shield and 
defender are the embattled hosts of the Abhá Kingdom.  

Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, 6.130 
 
This New World Order, whose promise is enshrined in the Revelation of 
Bahá’u’lláh, whose fundamental principles have been enunciated in the 
writings of the Center of His Covenant, involves no less than the complete 
unification of the entire human race. This unification should conform to 
such principles as would directly harmonize with the spirit that animates, 
and the laws that govern the operation of, the institutions that already 
constitute the structural basis of the Administrative Order of His Faith. 

Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, 7.4 
 
The Lord hath ordained that in every city a House of Justice be established 
wherein shall gather counselors to the number of Bahá, and should it 
exceed this number it doth not matter. They should consider themselves as 
entering the Court of the presence of God, the Exalted, the Most High, and 
as beholding Him Who is the Unseen. It behooveth them to be the trusted 
ones of the Merciful among men and to regard themselves as the 
guardians appointed of God for all that dwell on earth. 

 Bahá’u’lláh, The Kitáb-i-Aqdas, 30 
 
  



These Spiritual Assemblies are aided by the Spirit of God. Their defender is 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá. Over them He spreadeth His wings. What bounty is there 
greater than this? These Spiritual Assemblies are shining lamps and 
heavenly gardens, from which the fragrances of holiness are diffused over 
all regions, and the lights of knowledge are shed abroad over all created 
things. From them the spirit of life streameth in every direction. They, 
indeed, are the potent sources of the progress of man, at all times and 
under all conditions. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 38.5 
 
The duties of those whom the friends have freely and conscientiously 
elected as their representatives are no less vital and binding than the 
obligations of those who have chosen them. Their function is not to dictate, 
but to consult, and consult not only among themselves, but as much as 
possible with the friends whom they represent. They must regard 
themselves in no other light but that of chosen instruments for a more 
efficient and dignified presentation of the Cause of God.  

Shoghi Effendi, Bahá’í Administration, 19.12 
 
The prime requisites for them that take counsel together are purity of 
motive, radiance of spirit, detachment from all else save God, attraction to 
His Divine Fragrances, humility and lowliness amongst His loved ones, 
patience and long-suffering in difficulties and servitude to His exalted 
Threshold. Should they be graciously aided to acquire these attributes, 
victory from the unseen Kingdom of Bahá shall be vouchsafed to them.  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the  
Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 43.1 

 
The first condition is absolute love and harmony amongst the members of 
the assembly. They must be wholly free from estrangement and must 
manifest in themselves the Unity of God, for they are the waves of one sea, 
the drops of one river, the stars of one heaven, the rays of one sun, the 
trees of one orchard, the flowers of one garden. Should harmony of thought 
and absolute unity be nonexistent, that gathering shall be dispersed and 
that assembly be brought to naught.  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the  
Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 45.1 

 
  



Discussions must all be confined to spiritual matters that pertain to the 
training of souls, the instruction of children, the relief of the poor, the help of 
the feeble throughout all classes in the world, kindness to all peoples, the 
diffusion of the fragrances of God and the exaltation of His Holy Word. 
Should they endeavor to fulfill these conditions the Grace of the Holy Spirit 
shall be vouchsafed unto them, and that assembly shall become the center 
of the Divine blessings, the hosts of Divine confirmation shall come to their 
aid, and they shall day by day receive a new effusion of Spirit. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Quoted by Shoghi Effendi 
 in Bahá’í Administration, 1.1.12 

 
We have no priests, therefore the service once rendered by priests to their 
religions is the service every single Bahá’í is expected to render individually 
to his religion. He must be the one who enlightens new souls, confirms 
them, heals the wounded and the weary upon the road of life, and gives 
them to quaff from the chalice of everlasting life — the knowledge of the 
Manifestation of God in His Day. 

Shoghi Effendi, Dear Co-worker  
(Messages to the Benelux countries), 102.5 

 
This body of the Hands of the Cause of God is under the direction of the 
Guardian of the Cause of God.  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 1.22 
 
The Hands of the Cause will have executive authority in so far as they carry 
out the work of the Guardian. 

Shoghi Effendi, The Light of Divine Guidance  
(Volume II), 95.333333 

 
The Counselors are responsible for stimulating, counseling and assisting 
National Spiritual Assemblies, and also work with individuals, groups and 
Local Assemblies. 

Universal House of Justice,  
Messages from the Universal House of Justice, 1 October 1969 

 
  



The devoted efforts of all eleven Continental Boards of Counselors during 
the first year of their service to the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh have been most 
exemplary and praiseworthy. We are deeply grateful for the loyalty, 
steadfastness and devotion which have characterized the activities of all 
members in reinforcing the vitally important work of the Hands of the Cause 
of God. 

Universal House of Justice,  
Messages from the Universal House of Justice, 10 July 1969 

 
 


