63-Climate Change

It is incumbent upon them who are in authority to exercise moderation in all
things. Whatsoever passeth beyond the limits of moderation will cease to
exert a beneficial influence. Consider for instance such things as liberty,
civilization and the like. However much men of understanding may
favorably regard them, they will, if carried to excess, exercise a pernicious
influence upon men.

Baha'u’llah, Gleanings, CX

Take from this world only to the measure of your needs, and forego that

which exceedeth them. Observe equity in all your judgements, and

transgress not the bounds of justice, nor be of them that stray from its path.
Baha'u’llah, The Summons of the Lord of Hosts, p. 194

The welfare of any segment of humanity is inextricably bound up with the
welfare of the whole. Humanity's collective life suffers when any one group
thinks of its own well-being in isolation from that of its neighbours' or
pursues economic gain without regard for how the natural environment,
which provides sustenance for all, is affected.
Universal House of Justice,
Letter to the Baha’is of the World, 1 March 2017

... although material civilization is one of the means for the progress of the
world of mankind, yet until it becomes combined with Divine civilization, the
desired result, which is the felicity of mankind, will not be attained.
Universal House of Justice,
letter dated 29 November 2017

Concern for justice protects the task of defining progress from the
temptation to sacrifice the well-being of the generality of humankind—and
even of the planet itself—to the advantages which technological
breakthroughs can make available to privileged minorities ....
The Baha'i International Community,
The Prosperity of Humankind, 1995



A phenomenon as complex as climate change cannot be reduced to simple
propositions or simplistic policy prescriptions. Even when there is
agreement on some underlying facts, there may be a diversity of views
about what to do in response to those facts, and the problem is
compounded when uncertainty exists or when basic facts are contested for
partisan reasons.
Universal House of Justice,
letter dated 29 November 2017

Concepts and principles associated with Baha’i consultation inform how the
friends should interact among themselves and how they participate in
social discourses and social action. Consultation provides a means by
which common understanding can be reached and a collective course of
action defined. It involves a free, respectful, dignified, and fair-minded effort
on the part of a group of people to exchange views, seek truth, and attempt
to reach consensus.
Universal House of Justice,
letter dated 29 November 2017

... we assert that the principle of the oneness of humankind must
become the ruling principle of international life.

This principle constitutes more than a call for cooperation; it seeks to
remold anachronistic and unjust patterns of human interaction in a manner
that reflects the relationships that bind us as members of one human race.

This principle does not seek to undermine national autonomy or
suppress cultural or intellectual diversity. Rather, it makes it possible to
view the climate change challenge through a new lens - one that perceives
humanity as a unified whole, not unlike the cells of the human body,
infinitely differentiated in form and function yet united in a common purpose
which exceeds that of its component parts.

Universal House of Justice,
Seizing the opportunity: Redefining the challenge of climate change, para 4

Establishing sustainable patterns of individual and collective life will
therefore require not only new technologies, but also a nhew consciousness
in human beings, including a new conception of ourselves and our place in
the world.

Baha'i International Community, Shared vision, para 4



Every religion which is not in accordance with established science is
superstition. Religion must be reasonable. If it does not square with reason,
it is superstition and without foundation. It is like a mirage, which deceives
man by leading him to think it is a body of water.

‘Abdu’l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 63

Since the beginning of the industrial revolution powered by fossil fuels, the
concentration of atmospheric carbon dioxide has risen from 290 to 370
parts per million (ppm), and it could easily reach 550 ppm or more in mid-
century. Every tonne of fuel oil burned produces 2.9 tonnes of carbon
dioxide, while extracting the same energy from coal produces 3.8 tonnes of
CO2.

Arthur Dahl, Climate Change and Its Ethical Challenges, 2006



