
61-Society 
 
There are two kinds of civilization, — material civilization which serves the 
physical world and divine civilization which renders service to the world of 
morality. The founders of the material, practical civilization are the scientists 
and investigators and the establishers of divine civilization are the celestial 
universal teachers. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Divine Philosophy, 6.5 
 
All men have been created to carry forward an ever-advancing civilization. 
The Almighty beareth Me witness: To act like the beasts of the field is 
unworthy of man. Those virtues that befit his dignity are forbearance, 
mercy, compassion and loving-kindness towards all the peoples and 
kindreds of the earth. 

Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings, p. 215 
 
The earth is one native land, one home; and all mankind are the children of 
one Father. God has created them, and they are the recipients of His 
compassion. Therefore, if anyone offends another, he offends God. It is the 
wish of our heavenly Father that every heart should rejoice and be filled 
with happiness, that we should live together in felicity and joy. The obstacle 
to human happiness is racial or religious prejudice, the competitive struggle 
for existence and inhumanity toward each other. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, 140.2 
 
...all the members of the human family, whether peoples or governments, 
cities or villages, have become increasingly interdependent. For none is 
self-sufficiency any longer possible, inasmuch as political ties unite all 
peoples and nations, and the bonds of trade and industry, of agriculture 
and education, are being strengthened every day. Hence the unity of all 
mankind can in this day be achieved.  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the  
Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 15.6 

 
  



If the moral precepts and foundations of divine civilization become united 
with the material advancement of man, there is no doubt that the happiness 
of the human world will be attained and that from every direction the glad 
tidings of peace upon earth will be announced. Then humankind will 
achieve extraordinary progress, the sphere of human intelligence will be 
immeasurably enlarged, wonderful inventions will appear, and the spirit of 
God will reveal itself; all men will consort in joy and fragrance, and eternal 
life will be conferred upon the children of the Kingdom. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 109-110 
 
There is brotherhood potential in humanity because all inhabit this earthly 
globe under the one canopy of heaven. There is brotherhood natal in 
mankind because all are elements of one human society subject to the 
necessity of agreement and cooperation. There is brotherhood intended in 
humanity because all are waves of one sea, leaves and fruit of one tree.  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, 50.1 
 
Courtesy, reverence, dignity, respect for the rank and achievements of 
others are virtues which contribute to the harmony and well-being of every 
community, but pride and self-aggrandisement are among the most deadly 
of sins. 

Universal House of Justice, Lights of Guidance, p. 327 
 
Instruments and means of human destruction have enormously multiplied 
in this era of material civilization. But if material civilization shall become 
organized in conjunction with divine civilization, if the man of moral integrity 
and intellectual acumen shall unite for human betterment and uplift with the 
man of spiritual capacity, the happiness and progress of the human race 
will be assured. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 102 
 
Promote ye the development of the cities of God and His countries, and 
glorify Him therein in the joyous accents of His well-favoured ones… We 
have assigned to every end a means for its accomplishment; avail 
yourselves thereof, and place your trust and confidence in God, the 
Omniscient, the All-Wise. 

Bahá’u’lláh, The Kitáb-i-Áqdás, K 77 
 



This rectitude of conduct, with its implications of justice, equity, truthfulness, 
honesty, fair-mindedness, reliability, and trustworthiness, must distinguish 
every phase of the life of the Baha'i community. 

Shoghi Effendi, The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 23 
 
Cleave tenaciously unto that which will lead to the well-being and 
tranquillity of all mankind. This span of earth is but one homeland and one 
habitation. It behoveth you to abandon vainglory which causeth alienation 
and to set your hearts on whatever will ensure harmony. 

Bahá’u’lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 67-68 
 
 
 


