
60-Learning & Education 
 
Man is even as steel, the essence of which is hidden: through admonition 
and explanation, good counsel and education, that essence will be brought 
to light. If, however, he be allowed to remain in his original condition, the 
corrosion of lusts and appetites will effectively destroy him. 

Bahá’u’lláh, Compilation of Compilations, Vol I, p. 247 
 
...the merciful God, our Creator, has deposited within human realities 
certain latent and potential virtues. Through education and culture these 
virtues deposited by the loving God will become apparent in the human 
reality, even as the unfoldment of the tree from within the germinating seed. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, 38.9 
 
If we do not seek the counsel of God or if we refuse to follow His dictates, it 
is presumptive evidence that we are knowing and wise, whereas God is 
ignorant; that we are sagacious and God is not. God forbid! We seek 
shelter in His mercy for this suggestion! No matter how far the human 
intelligence may advance, it is still but a drop, while divine omniscience is 
the ocean. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 66 
 
This Wronged One exhorteth the peoples of the world to observe tolerance 
and righteousness, which are two lights amidst the darkness of the world 
and two educators for the edification of mankind. Happy are they who have 
attained thereto and woe betide the heedless. 

Bahá'u'lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 36 
 
The primary, the most urgent requirement is the promotion of education. It 
is inconceivable that any nation should achieve prosperity and success 
unless this paramount, this fundamental concern is carried forward. The 
principal reason for the decline and fall of peoples is ignorance. 

‘’Abdu'l-Bahá, Secret of Divine Civilization, p. 109 
 
  



All the believers of God and the maid-servants of the Merciful must 
summon the people to the Kingdom and be the means of the guidance of 
their souls. They must live and conduct themselves in such a manner so 
that they may become distinguished above other people in sanctity, 
prayerfulness and humility. I hope that thou mayest attain to this station and 
become the cause of the diffusion of the Manifest Light. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Japan Will Turn Ablaze, p. 11 
 
Therefore, make ye an effort in order that these children may be rightly 
trained and educated and that each one of them may attain perfection in 
the world of humanity. Know ye the value of these children, for they are all 
my children. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 53-54 
 
Work ye for the guidance of the women in that land, teach the young girls 
and the children, so that the mothers may educate their little ones from 
their earliest days, thoroughly train them, rear them to have a goodly 
character and good morals, guide them to all the virtues of humankind, 
prevent the development of any behaviour that would be worthy of blame, 
and foster them in the embrace of Bahá'í education. Thus shall these 
tender infants be nurtured at the breast of the knowledge of God and His 
love... 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the  
Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, pp. 124-125 

 
Beseech ye the one true God to grant that ye may taste the savor of such 
deeds as are performed in His path, and partake of the sweetness of such 
humility and submissiveness as are shown for His sake. Forget your own 
selves, and turn your eyes towards your neighbor. Bend your energies to 
whatever may foster the education of men. 

Bahá'u'lláh, Gleanings, p. 9 
 
Through education the ignorant become learned, the cowardly become 
courageous, the crooked branch becomes straight, the acrid and bitter fruit 
of the mountains and woods becomes sweet and succulent, and the five-
petalled flower puts forth a hundred petals. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, 57.8 
 
  



Those who are ignorant must be educated, the ailing must be healed, the 
undeveloped must be brought to maturity. Shall we reject or oppose the 
ignorant, sick or immature because of their incapacity? Is it not better to be 
kind and gentle and to provide the means of remedy? Therefore, under no 
circumstances whatsoever should we assume any attitude except that of 
gentleness and humility. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 127-128 
 
The teacher should not see in himself any superiority; he should speak with 
the utmost kindliness, lowliness and humility, for such speech exerteth 
influence and educateth the souls. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections From the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 30 
 
 


