
58-Children & Youth 
 
The education and training of children is among the most meritorious acts 
of humankind and draweth down the grace and favour of the All-Merciful, 
for education is the indispensable foundation of all human excellence and 
alloweth man to work his way to the heights of abiding glory. If a child be 
trained from his infancy, he will, through the loving care of the Holy 
Gardener, drink in the crystal waters of the spirit and of knowledge, like a 
young tree amid the rilling brooks. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections From the  
Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 129-130 

 
While the children are yet in their infancy feed them from the breast of 
heavenly grace, foster them in the cradle of all excellence, rear them in the 
embrace of bounty. Give them the advantage of every useful kind of 
knowledge. Let them share in every new and rare and wondrous craft and 
art. Bring them up to work and strive, and accustom them to hardship. 
Teach them to dedicate their lives to matters of great import, and inspire 
them to undertake studies that will benefit mankind. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the  
Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 129 

 
We beg of God to assist the children of His loved ones and adorn them with 
wisdom, good conduct, integrity and righteousness. 

Bahá'u'lláh, Compilation of Compilations, Vol I  
(Bahá'í Education), p. 251 

 
The fruits of the tree of existence are trustworthiness, loyalty, truthfulness 
and purity. After the recognition of the oneness of the Lord, exalted be He, 
the most important of all duties is to have due regard for the rights of one's 
parents. This matter hath been mentioned in all the Books of God... 

Bahá'u'lláh, Compilation of Compilations, Vol I  
(Family Life), p. 385 

 
For we see that children of the same age, the same country, the same 
race, indeed of the same family, and trained by the same individual, still are 
different as to the degree of their comprehension and intelligence. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the  
Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 104.2 

 



It is seemly that the servant should, after each prayer, supplicate God to 
bestow mercy and forgiveness upon his parents. Thereupon God’s call will 
be raised: “Thousand upon thousand of what thou hast asked for thy 
parents shall be thy recompense!” Blessed is he who remembereth his 
parents when communing with God. There is, verily, no God but Him, the 
Mighty, the Well-Beloved. 

The Báb, Selections from the  
Writings of the Báb, 3.22 

 
Likewise, parents endure the greatest toil and trouble for their children, and 
often, by the time the latter have reached the age of maturity, the former 
have hastened to the world beyond. Rarely do the mother and father enjoy 
in this world the rewards of all the pain and trouble they have endured for 
their children. The children must therefore, in return for this pain and 
trouble, make charitable contributions and perform good works in their 
name, and implore pardon and forgiveness for their souls.  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, 62.6 
 
O Thou Omnipotent Lord! In this Great Dispensation Thou dost accept the 

intercession of the sons in behalf of their fathers. This is one of the special 

infinite bestowals of this cycle. Therefore, O Thou kind Almighty! Accept the 

request of this thy servant at the Threshold of Thy Singleness and 

submerge his father in the ocean of Thy graces--because this son is 

confirmed in the accomplishment of Thy services and is displaying the 

utmost of effort at all times in the pathway of Thy love! Verily Thou art the 

Giver, the Forgiver and the Kind! 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Prayer for Fathers, 1.1 
 
O dear one of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá! Be the son of thy father and be the fruit of that 
tree. Be a son that hath been born of his soul and heart and not only of 
water and clay. A real son is such a one as hath branched from the spiritual 
part of man. I ask God that thou mayest be at all times confirmed and 
strengthened. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 117.1 
 
  



If [children] could be guided both materially and spiritually then it would be 
a great victory, because after the world goes through its present travail, 
spiritual values will predominate, and those youth who have the benefit of 
both material and spiritual education will be the true leaders of society. 

Shoghi Effendi, Compilation of Compilations, Vol II 
 (Youth), p. 438 

 
At the outset of every endeavour, it is incumbent to look to the end of it. Of 
all the arts and sciences, set the children to studying those which will result 
in advantage to man, will ensure his progress and elevate his rank. Thus 
the noisome odours of lawlessness will be dispelled, and thus through the 
high endeavours of the nation’s leaders, all will live cradled, secure and in 
peace. 

Bahá’u’lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 168-169 
 
 


