
57-Parenting 
 
Ye should consider the question of goodly character as of the first 
importance. It is incumbent upon every father and mother to counsel their 
children over a long period, and guide them unto those things which lead to 
everlasting honour. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections From the  
Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 134 

 
It is incumbent upon every father and mother to counsel their children over 
a long period, and guide them unto those things which lead to everlasting 
honor. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the  
Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 108.1 

 
Strive thou with heart and soul; see to it that the children are raised up to 
embody the highest perfections of humankind, to such a degree that every 
one of them will be trained in the use of the mind, in acquiring knowledge, 
in humility and lowliness, in dignity, in ardour and love. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Compilation of Compilations, Vol I, p. 272 
 
That is, it is enjoined upon the father and mother, as a duty, to strive with all 
effort to train the daughter and the son, to nurse them from the breast of 
knowledge and to rear them in the bosom of sciences and arts. Should they 
neglect this matter, they shall be held responsible and worthy of reproach in 
the presence of the stern Lord. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the  
Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 127 

 
...the education of women is of greater importance than the education of 
men, for they are the mothers of the race, and mothers rear the children. 
The first teachers of children are the mothers. Therefore, they must be 
capably trained in order to educate both sons and daughters. There are 
many provisions in the words of Bahá’u’lláh in regard to this. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, 62.6 
 
  



Furthermore, the education of woman is more necessary and important 
than that of man, for woman is the trainer of the child from its infancy. If she 
be defective and imperfect herself, the child will necessarily be deficient; 
therefore, imperfection of woman implies a condition of imperfection in all 
mankind, for it is the mother who rears, nurtures and guides the growth of 
the child. This is not the function of the father. If the educator be 
incompetent, the educated will be correspondingly lacking.  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, 51.3 
 
The task of bringing up a Bahá'í child, as emphasized time and again in 
Bahá'í Writings, is the chief responsibility of the mother, whose unique 
privilege is indeed to create in her home such conditions as would be most 
conducive to both his material and spiritual welfare and advancement. The 
training which the child first receives through his mother constitutes the 
strongest foundation for his future development... 

Shoghi Effendi, Dawn of a New Day, p. 202 
 
If the mother is educated then her children will be well taught. When the 
mother is wise, then will the children be led into the path of wisdom. If the 
mother be religious she will show her children how they should love God. If 
the mother is moral she guides her little ones into the ways of uprightness. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Paris Talks, p. 162 
 
Unto every father hath been enjoined the instruction of his son and 
daughter in the art of reading and writing and in all that hath been laid down 
in the Holy Tablet.  

Bahá’u’lláh, The Kitáb-i-Aqdas, 48 
 
The Ancient of Days hath turned His countenance towards thee, making 
mention of thee, and exhorting the people of God to educate their children. 
Should a father neglect this most weighty commandment laid down in the 
Kitáb-i-Aqdas by the Pen of the Eternal King, he shall forfeit rights of 
fatherhood, and be accounted guilty before God.  

Bahá’u’lláh, The Kitáb-i-Aqdas, qa.105 
 
  



I pray in behalf of these children and beg confirmation and assistance for 
them from the Kingdom of Abhá so that each one may be trained under the 
shadow of the protection of God, each may become like a lighted candle in 
the world of humanity, a tender and growing plant in the rose garden of 
Abhá; that these children may be so trained and educated that they shall 
give life to the world of humanity; that they may receive insight; that they 
may bestow hearing upon the people of the world; that they may sow the 
seeds of eternal life and be accepted in the threshold of God; that they may 
become characterized with such virtues, perfections and qualities that their 
mothers, fathers and relatives will be thankful to God, well pleased and 
hopeful. This is my wish and prayer. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, 21.3 
 
Therefore, make ye an effort in order that these children may be rightly 
trained and educated and that each one of them may attain perfection in 
the world of humanity. Know ye the value of these children, for they are all 
my children.   

‘Abdu’l-Bahá , Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 53-54 
 
 


