
45-Wealth & Poverty 
 
The essence of wealth is love for Me; whoso loveth Me is the possessor of 
all things, and he that loveth Me not is indeed of the poor and needy. This 
is that which the Finger of Glory and Splendour hath revealed.  

Bahá’u’lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 156 
 
The first Taraz and the first effulgence which hath dawned from the horizon 
of the Mother Book is that man should know his own self and recognize 
that which leadeth unto loftiness or lowliness, glory or abasement, wealth 
or poverty. Having attained the stage of fulfillment and reached his maturity, 
man standeth in need of wealth, and such wealth as he acquireth through 
crafts or professions is commendable and praiseworthy in the estimation of 
men of wisdom, and especially in the eyes of servants who dedicate 
themselves to the education of the world and to the edification of its 
peoples... 

Bahá’u’lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 34-35 
 
Every man of discernment, while walking upon the earth, feeleth indeed 
abashed, inasmuch as he is fully aware that the thing which is the source of 
his prosperity, his wealth, his might, his exaltation, his advancement and 
power is, as ordained by God, the very earth which is trodden beneath the 
feet of all men. There can be no doubt that whoever is cognizant of this 
truth, is cleansed and sanctified from all pride, arrogance, and vainglory.  

Bahá'ulláh, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 44  
 
...no wealth, prosperity, comfort, or ease in our material world can equal the 
wealth of a bird, for it has all the expanse of the fields and mountains for a 
dwelling place; all the seed and harvests for wealth and sustenance; and all 
the lands, villages, meadows, pastures, forests, and wilderness for 
possessions. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, 15.6 
 
  



If a man is successful in his business, art, or profession he is thereby 
enabled to increase his physical wellbeing and to give his body the amount 
of ease and comfort in which it delights. All around us today we see how 
man surrounds himself with every modern convenience and luxury, and 
denies nothing to the physical and material side of his nature. But, take 
heed, lest in thinking too earnestly of the things of the body you forget the 
things of the soul: for material advantages do not elevate the spirit of a 
man. Perfection in worldly things is a joy to the body of a man but in no 
wise does it glorify his soul. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Paris Talks, pp. 62 
 
It is indeed a good and praiseworthy thing to progress materially, but in so 
doing, let us not neglect the more important spiritual progress, and close 
our eyes to the Divine light shining in our midst. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Paris Talks, pp. 63 
 
One of Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings is the adjustment of means of livelihood in 
human society. Under this adjustment there can be no extremes in human 
conditions as regards wealth and sustenance.  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, 77.1 
 
The readjustment of the economic laws for the livelihood of man must be 
effected in order that all humanity may live in the greatest happiness 
according to their respective degrees. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, 60.24 
 
The essence of the matter is that divine justice will become manifest in 
human conditions and affairs, and all mankind will find comfort and 
enjoyment in life. It is not meant that all will be equal, for inequality in 
degree and capacity is a property of nature. Necessarily there will be rich 
people and also those who will be in want of their livelihood, but in the 
aggregate community there will be equalization and readjustment of values 
and interests. In the future there will be no very rich nor extremely poor.  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, 50.6 
 
Dissipate not the wealth of your precious lives in the pursuit of evil and 
corrupt affection, nor let your endeavours be spent in promoting your 
personal interest. 

Bahá’u’lláh, Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 138 
 



They that have kept their promises, fulfilled their obligations, redeemed 
their pledges and vows, rendered the Trust of God and His Right unto Him-
-these are numbered among the inmates of the all-highest Paradise. 

Bahá'u'lláh, Compilation of Compilations, Vol I  
(Huqúqu'lláh), #26 

 
 
 


