26-Hope & Faith

It is from the bounty of God that man is selected for the highest degree;

and the differences which exist between men in regard to spiritual progress

and heavenly perfections are also due to the choice of the Compassionate

One. For faith, which is life eternal, is the sign of bounty, and not the result

of justice. The flame of the fire of love, in this world of earth and water,

comes through the power of attraction and not by effort and striving.
'Abdu'l-Baha, Some Answered Questions, p. 130

Set all thy hope in God, and cleave tenaciously to His unfailing mercy. Who
else but Him can enrich the destitute, and deliver the fallen from his
abasement?

Baha'u'llah, Gleanings, p. 323

O MOVING FORM OF DUST!
| desire communion with thee, but thou wouldst put no trust in Me. The
sword of thy rebellion hath felled the tree of thy hope. At all times | am near
unto thee, but thou art ever far from Me. Imperishable glory | have chosen
for thee, yet boundless shame thou hast chosen for thyself. While there is
yet time, return, and lose not thy chance.

Baha'u'llah, Hidden Words, Persian #21

When you see a tree growing and developing, be hopeful of its outcome. It
will blossom and bear fruit eventually. If you see dry wood or old trees,
there is no hope whatever of fruitage.

'Abdu'l-Baha, Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 111

Fire and paradise both bow down and prostrate themselves before God.
That which is worthy of His Essence is to worship Him for His sake, without
fear of fire, or hope of paradise.

The Bab, Selections from the Bab, p. 78

Know assuredly that just as thou firmly believest that the Word of God,
exalted be His glory, endureth for ever, thou must, likewise, believe with
undoubting faith that its meaning can never be exhausted.

Baha'u'llah, Gleanings, p. 175



Know that faith is of two kinds. The first is objective faith that is expressed
by the outer man, obedience of the limbs and senses. The other faith is
subjective, and unconscious obedience to the will of God.

'Abdu'l-Baha, Baha’i World Faith, p. 364

The soul that hath remained faithful to the Cause of God, and stood
unwaveringly firm in His Path shall, after his ascension, be possessed of
such power that all the worlds which the Almighty hath created can benefit
through him.

Baha'u'llah, Gleanings, p. 161

Regard thou faith as a tree. Its fruits, leaves, boughs and branches are,
and have ever been, trustworthiness, truthfulness, uprightness and
forbearance.

Baha'u’llah, Compilation of Compilations, Vol ll, p. 327

Set all thy hope in God, and cleave tenaciously to His unfailing mercy. Who
else but Him can enrich the destitute, and deliver the fallen from his
abasement?

Baha'u’llah, Gleanings, p. 323

Let us pray to God that the breath of the Holy Spirit may again give hope
and refreshment to the people, awakening in them a desire to do the Will of
God. May heart and soul be vivified in every man: so will they all rejoice in
a new birth.

‘Abdu’l-Baha, Paris Talks, p. 34

If religion is opposed to reason and science, faith is impossible; and when
faith and confidence in the divine religion are not manifest in the heart,
there can be no spiritual attainment.

'‘Abdu'l-Baha, Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 299

The lamp is lighted, but as it hath not a conscious knowledge of itself, no
one hath become glad because of it. Moreover, a soul of excellent deeds
and good manners will undoubtedly advance from whatever horizon he
beholdeth the lights radiating. Herein lies the difference: By faith is meant,
first, conscious knowledge, and second, the practice of good deeds.
'Abdu'l-Baha, Baha’i World Faith, p. 383



When you see a tree growing and developing, be hopeful of its outcome. It
will blossom and bear fruit eventually. If you see dry wood or old trees,
there is no hope whatever of fruitage.

'Abdu'l-Baha, Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 111



