23-Excellence

Great is the blessedness of him who hath acknowledged Thy most
excellent majesty, and whom the veils that have shut out the nations from
Thee have not hindered from directing his eyes towards Thee, O Thou Who
art the King of eternity and the Quickener of every moldering bone!
Baha'u'llah, Prayers and Meditations, 38.13

Would that ye had the power to perceive the things your Lord, the All-
Merciful, doth see — things that attest the excellence of your rank, that bear
witness to the greatness of your worth, that proclaim the sublimity of your
station! God grant that your desires and unmortified passions may not
hinder you from that which hath been ordained for you.

Baha'u'llah, Gleanings, p. 317

O Company of God! To each created thing, the Ancient Sovereignty hath
portioned out its own perfection, its particular virtue and special excellence,
so that each in its degree may become a symbol denoting the sublimity of
the true Educator of humankind, and that each, even as a crystalline mirror,
may tell of the grace and splendour of the Sun of Truth.

'‘Abdu'l-Baha, Compilation of Compilations, Vol | (Education), p. 252

Would that ye had the power to perceive the things your Lord, the All-
Merciful, doth see -- things that attest the excellence of your rank, that bear
witness to the greatness of your worth, that proclaim the sublimity of your
station! God grant that your desires and unmortified passions may not
hinder you from that which hath been ordained for you.

Baha'u'llah, Gleanings, p. 317

Make known this Thy station, O my God, unto Thy servants, that they may
be made aware that the excellence of all things is dependent upon Thy
bidding and Thy word, and the virtue of every act is conditioned by Thy
leave and the good pleasure of Thy will, and may recognize that the reins
of men’s doings are within the grasp of Thine acceptance and Thy
commandment.

Baha'u'llah, Prayers and Meditations, 46.3

The friends of God must so live and conduct themselves, and evince such
excellence of character and conduct, as to make others astonished.
'Abdu'l-Baha, Compilation of Compilations, Vol | (Family Life), p. 391



Make ye then a mighty effort, that the purity and sanctity which, above all
else, are cherished by 'Abdu'l-Baha, shall distinguish the people of Baha;
that in every kind of excellence the people of God shall surpass all other
human beings; that both outwardly and inwardly they shall prove superior
to the rest; that for purity, immaculacy, refinement, and the preservation of
health, they shall be leaders in the vanguard of those who know. And that
by their freedom from enslavement, their knowledge, their self-control, they
shall be first among the pure, the free and the wise.

'Abdu'l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, p. 150

Our next object should be to seek to approach, through more intimate
association, fuller and more frequent consultations, and a closer familiarity
with the character, the mission and the teachings of the Cause, that
standard of excellence which should characterize the cooperative efforts of
Baha'i Communities in every land.

Shoghi Effendi Baha’i Administration, p. 87

Other attributes of perfection are to fear God, to love God by loving His
servants, to exercise mildness and forbearance and calm, to be sincere,
amenable, clement and compassionate; to have resolution and courage,
trustworthiness and energy, to strive and struggle, to be generous, loyal,
without malice, to have zeal and a sense of honor, to be high-minded and
magnanimous, and to have regard for the rights of others. Whoever is
lacking in these excellent human qualities is defective.

'Abdu'l-Baha, Secret of Divine Civilization, p. 40

The potentialities inherent in the station of man, the full measure of his
destiny on earth, the innate excellence of his reality, must all be manifested
in this promised Day of God.

Baha'u’llah, Gleanings, p. 340



