21-Enthusiasm & Zeal

Our meaning is that qualities of the spirit are the basic and divine
foundation, and adorn the true essence of man; and knowledge is the
cause of human progress. The beloved of God must attach great
importance to this matter, and carry it forward with enthusiasm and zeal.
‘Abdu’l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, 111.8

The peoples of the world are fast asleep. Were they to wake from their
slumber, they would hasten with eagerness unto God, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise. They would cast away everything they possess, be it all the
treasures of the earth, that their Lord may remember them to the extent of
addressing to them but one word.

Baha'u'llah, The Kitab-i-Aqdas, K 33

Hear Me, ye mortal birds! In the Rose Garden of changeless splendor a
Flower hath begun to bloom, compared to which every other flower is but a
thorn, and before the brightness of Whose glory the very essence of beauty
must pale and wither. Arise, therefore, and, with the whole enthusiasm of
your hearts, with all the eagerness of your souls, the full fervor of your will,
and the concentrated efforts of your entire being, strive to attain the
paradise of His presence, and endeavor to inhale the fragrance of the
incorruptible Flower, to breathe the sweet savors of holiness, and to obtain
a portion of this perfume of celestial glory.

Baha'u'llah, Gleanings, pp. 320-321

As regards religious zeal and true piety, their touchstone and proof are
firmness and steadfastness in noble qualities, virtues, and perfections,
which are the greatest blessings of the human race; but not interference
with the belief of this one or that one, demolition of edifices, and cutting off
of the human race.

'‘Abdu'l-Baha, A Traveler’s Narrative, p. 90



In the midst of a civilization torn by strifes and enfeebled by materialism,
the people of Baha are building a new world. We face at this time
opportunities and responsibilities of vast magnitude and great urgency. Let
each believer in his inmost heart resolve not to be seduced by the
ephemeral allurements of the society around him, nor to be drawn into its
feuds and short-lived enthusiasms, but instead to transfer all he can from
the old world to that new one which is the vision of his longing and will be
the fruit of his labours.

Shoghi Effendi, Lights of Divine Guidance, p. 135

Women must make the greatest effort to acquire spiritual power and to
increase in the virtue of wisdom and holiness until their enlightenment and
striving succeeds in bringing about the unity of mankind. They must work
with a burning enthusiasm to spread the Teaching of Baha'u’llah among the
peoples, so that the radiant light of the Divine Bounty may envelop the
souls of all the nations of the world!

‘Abdu’l-Baha, Paris Talks, 50.15

Wherefore, O ye beloved of the Lord and friends of God, arise, and with the
whole enthusiasm of your hearts, with all the eagerness of your souls,
strive to unfurl the standards of unity in the midmost heart of the world and
cause, with valiant might, the ocean of oneness to surge. Thus may the
body of humankind be freed from the constraint of these variegated robes
and patched garments, and be adorned instead with the sanctified raiment
of unity.

‘Abdu’l-Baha, Light of the World, 4.4

As regards religious zeal and true piety, their touchstone and proof are
firmness and steadfastness in noble qualities, virtues, and perfections,
which are the greatest blessings of the human race; but not interference
with the belief of this one or that one, demolition of edifices, and cutting off
of the human race.

‘Abdu’l-Baha, A Traveler’s Narrative, p. 90



