
17-Chaste & Pure 
 
O SON OF SPIRIT! 
My first counsel is this. Possess a pure, kindly and radiant heart that thine 
may be a sovereignty ancient, imperishable, and everlasting. 

Bahá’u’lláh, Hidden Words, Arabic #1 
 
     First in a human being’s way of life must be purity, then freshness, 
cleanliness, and independence of spirit. First must the stream bed be 
cleansed, then may the sweet river waters be led into it. 
     Chaste eyes enjoy the beatific vision of the Lord and know what this 
encounter meaneth; a pure sense inhaleth the fragrances that blow from 
the rose gardens of His grace; a burnished heart will mirror forth the comely 
face of truth. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 146 
 
O ye beloved of the Lord! Commit not that which defileth the limpid stream 
of love or destroyeth the sweet fragrance of friendship. By the 
righteousness of the Lord! Ye were created to show love one to another 
and not perversity and rancor. Take pride not in love for yourselves but in 
love for your fellow-creatures. Glory not in love for your country, but in love 
for all mankind. Let your eye be chaste, your hand faithful, your tongue 
truthful and your heart enlightened.  

Bahá’u’lláh, Fountain of Wisdom, 9.5 
 
Were the mysteries, that are known to none except God, to be unraveled, 
the whole of mankind would witness the evidences of perfect and 
consummate justice. With a certitude that none can question, all men would 
cleave to His commandments, and would scrupulously observe them. We, 
verily, have decreed in Our Book a goodly and bountiful reward to 
whosoever will turn away from wickedness and lead a chaste and godly 
life. He, in truth, is the Great Giver, the All-Bountiful. 

Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings, LIX 
 
Abdu’l-Bahá holding a little child close to him said, the true Bahá’í loves the 
children, because Jesus says they are of the Kingdom of heaven. A simple 
pure heart is near to God; a child has no worldly ambitions. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in London, 11.4 
 



My hope is that through the zeal and ardour of the pure of heart, the 
darkness of hatred and difference will be entirely abolished, and the light of 
love and unity shall shine; this world shall become a new world; things 
material shall become the mirror of the divine; human hearts shall meet and 
embrace each other; the whole world become as a man’s native country 
and the different races be counted as one race. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in London, 4.28 
 
Cleanliness and sanctity in all conditions are characteristics of pure beings 
and necessities of free souls. The first perfection consists in cleanliness 
and sanctity and in purity from every defect. When man in all conditions is 
pure and immaculate, he will become the center of the reflection of the 
manifest Light. In all his actions and conduct there must first be purity, then 
beauty and independence. The channel must be cleansed before it is filled 
with sweet water.  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Bahá’í World Faith, 36.1 
 

First in a human being's way of life must be purity, then freshness, 

cleanliness, and independence of spirit. First must the stream bed be 

cleansed, then may the sweet river waters be led into it. Chaste eyes enjoy 

the beatific vision of the Lord and know what this encounter meaneth; a 

pure sense inhaleth the fragrances that blow from the rose gardens of His 

grace; a burnished heart will mirror forth the comely face of truth. 

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 146 
 
The pure eye comprehendeth the sight and the meeting of God; the pure 
nostril inhaleth the perfumes of the rose-garden of bounty; the pure heart 
becometh the mirror of the beauty of truth. This is why, in the heavenly 
Books, the divine counsels and commands have been compared to water.  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Bahá’í World Faith, 36.1 
 
  



Look not at the small number; nay, rather seek the pure hearts. One holy 
soul is better than one thousand other souls. If a few souls gather together 
in a beloved meeting with the feelings of the Kingdom, with the divine 
attractions, with pure hearts and with absolute purity and holiness, to 
consort in spirit and fragrance, that gathering will have its effect upon all the 
world. The conditions, the words and the deeds of that gathering will lead a 
world to eternal happiness and will be an evidence of the favors of the 
Kingdom. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Bahá’í World Faith, 121.1 
 
A chaste and holy life should be regarded as an essential factor that must 
contribute its proper share to the strengthening and vitalization of the 
Bahá'í community, upon which must in turn depend the success of any 
Bahá'í plan or enterprise...A chaste and holy life must be made the 
controlling principle in the behavior and conduct of all Bahá'ís, both in their 
social relations with the members of their own community, and in their 
contact with the world at large. 

Shoghi Effendi, Advent of Divine Justice, p. 24 
 
 


